
[image: image1.wmf]United States Civil Patrol[image: image2.png]



United States Air Force Auxiliary
New Jersey Wing
PRESS RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

1 June 2003
Members of the Civil Air Patrol’s New Jersey Wing will take part in a search and rescue exercise (SAREX) on 31 May.  The exercise begins at 0800 hours at Trenton-Mercer County Airport and is expected to last until 1800 hours (6PM local time). Five aircraft and approximately 100 volunteers are expected to participate in the exercise throughout all regions of the state.

The exercise is designed to evaluate volunteers’ skills in search and rescue techniques.  Pilots and observers will test flying, observation and photography skills required for aerial searches.  The teams will use tracking devices that pick up locations of distress beacons as relayed by global positioning satellites (GPS).  New Jersey Wing members will coordinate the exercise with the help of the Civil Air Patrol’s radio communications network.”

Civil Air Patrol, the official U.S. Air Force Auxiliary, is a civilian, volunteer, nonprofit, service organization. The unpaid members perform more then 95 percent of inland search and rescue missions as tasked by the Air Force Rescue and Coordination Center (AFRCC).  Volunteers also take a leading role in aerospace education, Homeland Security and conduct one of America’s finest youth program through CAP Cadet Programs.

There are more then 1300 Civil Air Patrol members in New Jersey.

For more information about Civil Air Patrol, visit the New Jersey Wing Webpage at www.njwg.cap.gov or call 1-800-FLY-2328.
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